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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/20/2006 is being 
considered by tine examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of tlie second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification slnall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The features of claim 2 are so widely formulated that their 
formulation applies to any process. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 

States. 

5. Claims 13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gruendl et al. (DE41 26454). Gruendl et al. discloses a linear motor (abstract, 
"synchronous linear motor") for a modular transportation device, comprising: at least 
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one primary part (abstract, "stator section") liaving a plurality of field-generating coils 
that are mounted side-by-side along a predetermined route; at least one secondary part 
(abstract, "exciter part"), wherein the plurality of field-generating coils of the at least one 
primary part provides a propulsion field for propulsion of the at least one secondary part, 
and wherein the at least one secondary part is configured to support at least one 
consumer positioned on the at least one secondary part; and an energy transmitting 
interface (abstract, "auxiliary devices") interposed between the at least one primary part 
and the at least one secondary part, wherein an energy supply field having a higher 
frequency than a frequency of the propulsion field is superposed on the propulsion field, 
and wherein the energy supply field is inductively coupled via the energy transmitting 
interface and supplies energy to the at least one consumer positioned on the at least 
one secondary part (abstract, "for inductively transmitting power, a relatively high 
frequency alternating current is superimposed on the alternating current which is 
provided for generating the traveling wave field"). Regarding claims 16-18, each 
element is disclosed in Gruendl et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 14 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gruendl et al. (DE41 26454). Claims 14 and 20-23 refer to a method for use of the 
device and not to the definition of the device by means of its technical features. To the 
extent that claim 2 is comprehensible, its subject matter relates to a plurality of method 
steps ("application process", "to execute"). The subject matters of claims 20-23 all relate 
to the generation of the power supply field or the provision of power and are thus 
method steps. The subject matter of claim 24 differs from the subject matter of claim 13 
only in having a different specified purpose, which has virtually no effect on the scope of 
protection in an apparatus claim. The linear motor of Gruendl et al. is suitable for the 
purposed specified in claim 24. 

8. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gruendl 
et al. (DE41 26454) in view of Sink (5,497,038). Gruendl discloses the linear motor set 
forth above, but does not disclose a coil drive circuit. However, Sink does disclose a coil 
drive circuit (claim 20). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to provide a coil drive circuit disclosed in Gruendl et al. 
in view of the teaching of Sink. The motivation for doing so would have been to create a 
traveling field that moves along with each magnet assembly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason C. Smith whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5225. The examiner can normally be reached on M- F, 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason C Smith/ /S. Joseph Morano/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 361 7 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 361 7 



